
Many men were motivat-
ed and encouraged in 

their lives and walk with God 
at the final of the Promise 
Keepers 2010 GPS events, in 
Manukau, South Auckland, 
on October 8 and 9. 

I joined 2500 men at the 
event to hear challenging 
messages on being real with 
God and how to live out our 
daily life in the way God 
wants us to — with courage, 
conviction and commitment 
in our faith.

Speakers included evange-
list Bill Subritzky, American 
guest Steve Sonderman, who 
has been actively involved 
in men’s ministry for over 
20 years, Richard Ellena, the 
Anglican bishop of Nelson, 
Auckland pastor Tak Bhana, 
and Tim Sisarich from Focus 
on the Family.  

All the men I spoke to 
agreed that they found the 
event challenging and help-
ful. Some said they felt God 
speaking to them.

G l e n n  M u r p h y  f r o m 
Manukau New Life Church, 
who has been to PK events 
for several years and helps 
in church men’s ministries, 
said the events “give you the 

necessary tools and ideas to 
take men’s ministries to the 
next level”.

Gordon Richards of Hills-
borough Baptist Church said 
God’s power and presence 
could be felt at the event. 

“God is changing men’s 
lives. God is challenging me 
into a deeper walk with him. 
I am involved in men’s min-
istry and I have been encour-
aged to go deeper with men. 
There are just so many needs 
and hurts in men out there.”  

Paul Subritzky, national 
director of Promise Keepers, 
New Zealand, said, “From 
the huge response to the very 
first message on Friday night, 
challenging men to accept 
Jesus as their saviour and 
turn 180 degrees from sin, it 
was obvious that the week-
end would fulfil our prayers 
for a massive spiritual break-
through. Motivational mes-
sages can bring change for a 
while, but only the power of 
God can bring real and last-
ing transformation in men’s 
lives. It was a privilege to see 
that transformation happen-
ing and be part of it. 

“As men sought direction 
and purpose for the choices 
they make on a daily basis, 
they were guided by powerful 

messages from speakers who 
spoke from real life experi-
ences based on the Word of 
God. These messages were 
relevant and hard-hitting,” 
said Mr Subritzky. 

Some first-timers at a 
Promise Keepers event told 
me they were “hooked”. 
Brothers Nick, Jan and 
John Oosthuizen f rom 
South Africa, who became 
Christians over the last year, 
said the event should happen 
more often. “It was awesome; 
we are all new Christians 
so we have never done any 
Christian events before. We 
have just been in our own 
church.  Praising Jesus’ name 
with 2500 people is powerful. 
It is lifting our spiritual level. 

Every single message is pow-
erful and God is speaking to 
us through them”.  

There is always enthusiasm 
generated when a large crowd 
gather with a common inter-
est — but Promise Keepers is 
much more. It involves men 
meeting God in a personal 
and real way, and determin-
ing to work on changing 
aspects of life. 

This can start in the times 
of quiet for reflection and 
application to one’s life 
which follow immediately 
after messages have finished, 
with a PK workbook for note-
taking. 

As two young men from 
New Hope Fellowship in 
Onehunga, Larry Filoa (28) 

and Telu Gafa (17), say, “It 
is encouraging us to take on 
responsibilities in everyday 
life, at home, at work, wher-
ever we are. We need to apply 
the biblical principles we 
are learning here, which are 
needed for daily living.” 

Filoa added, “I have a fam-

ily now and it has been very 
encouraging. Without God or 
his Word I can just simply 
adopt whatever, like sexual 
impurity, wild parties, disre-
spect to elders and parents. 
Promise Keepers helps me to 
deal with these sorts of situ-
ations”. ■

 By  Michael Hamilton

POWERFUL:  Paul Subritzky national director of Promise 
Keepers, New Zealand, speaking at the event.

Experiencing 
God’s power
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GREAT BARRIER ISLAND. Orama Christian Trust —  Ph 09 4290063 or Email: 
info@orama.org.nz Marine based camp — ideal for small or large groups. 
Professional outdoor pursuit staff on site with equipment. Catering for up to 
200 in cabins, bunkrooms & self cont. units.
THAMES.  Kauaeranga Valley Christian Camp — RD 2, Thames. Ph: 07 868 8348 
Fax: 07 868 5047 — Email: kvcc@maxnet. co.nz Every holiday we run programmes 
for a range of ages and we are a great place for Church, Club and School Camps.
WAIKATO. Totara Springs Christian Centre — 288 C  Taihoa North Road, RD 
3, Matamata. Contact:bookings@totarasprings.org.nz  Ph:07 888 4700  Fax: 07 
888 4710. The ultimate venue for your event!  We host a wide range of groups — 
church retreats, school camps, business  conferences, sporting events, and our 
own exciting family and children’s holiday camps. www.totara springs.org.nz
PAPAMOA BEACH. Pacific Park Christian Holiday Camp — 1110 Papamoa 
Beach Rd, Papamoa. Ph: 07 542 0018.  Fax: 07 542 1312. Email:  
office@ppchc.co.nz , 2 x Lodges sleep 30 each. 6x Motels/Tourist Flats sleep 4-6. 
1 x fully self contained motel unit sleeps 9-11. 5x Cabins sleep 6-9. Caravan/Tent 
sites. Family Holidays, Reunions, Retreats, Church Camps, School Camps, Confer-
ences. www.ppchc.co.nz

ROTORUA. Lakes Ranch — 79 Lake Rotakawau Rd, Tikitere, Rotorua. Ph 
07 3503010, Email: office@lakesranch.org.nz, School Holiday Camps, 
Church Camps, School Groups, Conferences.  www.lakesranch.org.nz
TAUPO.  Lake Taupo Christian Camp —  Experience Christian camping at its 
best! School groups, conferences, retreats, families. Small and large groups 
welcome. Full-catering and self-catering options available. Activities include: 
High and low ropes, kayaking, water slide, slug guns, archery, mini golf, 
heated swimming pool. Plus, we’re close to lots of very exciting attractions!  
Ph: 07 386 7967; Email:booking@ltcc.org.nz; website: www.ltcc.org.nz
KAKAHI. Tongariro National Park. Ruapehu Christian Camp — Ideal 
for adventure and leisure 35 mins from Whakapapa Ski Village. 
Activities: Flying fox, glow worms, rafting, slug guns, hiking. 
School groups, conference, retreats, families. Ph:07 386 7967: 
Email: ruapehucc@ltcc.org.nz ; Website: www.ruahehucc.org.nz   

WAIKANAE.   El Rancho Waikanae Christian Holiday Park  —  Ph: 04 
902 6287.  The premiere Christian Holiday Park and Conference Venue on 
the Kapiti Coast. www.elrancho.co.nz

RAURIMU.  Tongariro National Park. Blue Mountain Adventure Centre  
— A RD 1, Owhango, Ph/Fax 07 892 2630 Email: bmac@nzf.salvationarmy.org 
Tailor-made outdoor adventure activities to challenge groups mentally, physi-
cally & spiritually through the “outdoor” experience. Activities: White water 
rafting, caving, mountaineering, high ropes, abseil/rock climbing, 
&  h e a p s  m o r e .  C h e c k  o u t  m o r e  a w e s o m e  p r o g r a m s  a t :  
www.bluemountainadventure.org.nz

WHANGAPARAOA. Peter Snell Youth Village —1212 Whangaparaoa Rd. Army 
Bay, Contact: office@psyv.org.n, Phone: 09 424 7633. A great place to come and 
relax, take part in some great activities and generally enjoy the best view around. 
Have a look at our website: www.psyv.org.nz — Give us a bell and then relax.

AUCKLAND. Willow Park Christian Camp and Convention Centre — 
40 minutes drive from down town Auckland.  Park-like surroundings, safe beach, 
cafes.  Wonderful food cooked by our chefs. Kids Camps, Schools, Retreats, 
Family Reunion, Church Camps, Corporates ... love to hear from you. 1 Hostel 
Access Road, Eastern Beach, office@willowpk.org.nz Phone: (09) 534 9640.

NGARUAWAHIA.  Christian Youth Camps Inc. —  PO Box 86, Ngaruawahia. 
Ph: 07 824 8495. Fax: 07 824 8475 Email: director@cyc. org.nz/ www.cyc.org.nz

VIBRANT: Promise Keepers choir and band led some 
dynamic praise and worship.


